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From Locse Records in the County Archives
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He is sueing for $5,000, -

State vs. J.P. McDowell. : ‘ o
J.P. McDowell makes oath that on yesterday he rode until dark
in Davidson County getting up his witnesses so as to be ready
for trial today. He started to the ccurt this merning in a
two horse ambulance at 25 minutes past six and lives about
nine miles from town. Some of his witnesses were present at
. his house¢ and started with him and he had to go by the houses
of others to get them. He had to wait for each one for a few
minutes. He had to:wait on‘the road for another one for 15
minutes. He had a load nf ten comprising himself and all wit-
nesses .except one. He hurried forward as fast as feasible .-
leaving the ambulance at the ‘stabléas scon as he arrived in
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at he was conf
not go about his
a physician and
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town and hureied right . into ‘thee ‘courtroom. He had no-intention
to shirk in his attendance at court nor to delay .it. He respect
fully urges forfeiture against him be set aside.. Oct. 13, 1877

dy and George Kanredy.’
uns and other weapons

Thomas Waller, Green
d wounded him so badly th

Marshall Sawyers; .Ben Kanne

Ifi January 18

‘'We, Thomas Walley, Green Sawyers, L. M. Sawyers, George Kennedy
anid Ben' Kennedy arc bound over to the next term of criminal

 court in Williamson County on assault and Battery.....
April: 7, 1877. = . Ce

George L. Kennedy, Benjamin L. Keneday and Lemuel M, Sawyers
swear that Joseph P. McDowell, W. R. McDowell and W. C.

. Carter on 28 March 1877 at Brentwood did assault by. drawing
a pistol on George L. Keneday and others. 28 March 1877.
R. S. Ballow, J.P. v

G. L. Kennedyi M.L. Sawyers, Green Sawyers, Ben. L. Kennedy,
Mathew Bond, and Thomas Waller have been arrested cn a charge
of assault on J.P. McDowell, W. R. McDowell and W. C. Carter.
the case set for 31 March 1877. ‘o

J.P. McDowell makes cath that Charles Davis, a citizen of
Davidson Counnty has been potifited to attend this court as a
witness. Davis has ppomiseduseveral'}times to appear. but
failed to come. REEE N - . .

J.P. McDowell said Marshall Sawyers one of the defendants® '
has absconded from the state of Tennessee, or is concealing
himself. McDowell asked for an attachment against the estate’
of Marshall Sawyers to recover the sum of $5,000 for assault-
ing, beating and wounding the said J. P. McDowell. Marshall -
Sawyers hag a tract of 1and bounded by Cinthia McGavock,

John Cartwright, Henry Hayes, Andrew Autin, William Clark

and another tract of land bounded by Cinthia .McGavock, Clark,
McDowell, William Ivins and another tract bounded by Lemuel
Sawyers, Alexander Ballow, Mose E. Cator, William. K. McDowell-
211 tracts-of land are in the 15th. district. July 1877.

We find the defendant Mat Bonds not guilty- Thomas Waller,
L.M. Sawyers, Green Sawyers, George Kenedy and Ben Kenedy
are found guilty by R. S..Ballow,.J.P.~ to appear at-the next
term of' .scriminal court  to be held June next. March 29, 1877.

Thomas Waller and Green Sawyer make oath that they cannot
go safely to trial at the present time because of the absence
of witnesses.By William Tucker they exnect to prove that he

was present in Brentwoood on the day the difficulty occurred.
Tucker was at Simpson's store working as a clerk and was stan

ervices.
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® ing at the door just before the difficulty commenced. William
* Carter, who says he saw. all the difficulty, came into the

. house and shut the door and he was not out of the house until

g the difficulty was over and could not have seen what was going
- on outside the house. : .

By Thomas Mays, col. he will prove he was present at Brentwood
g and saw difficulty. Mays saw W. K. McDowell and George
-Kennedy talking and W. K. Struck Kennedy with his fist the '
‘first lick. That: J. P.:McDowell was at that ‘time standing
g ‘on the platform just in the rear of his son, W. K., with a
¥ large stick in his hand and just as W.K. Struck Kennedy,
J.P. raised the stick and made' at Kennedy to strike him. Ben
Kennedy, the brother of George, wheo was standing by grabbed
a rock and said te him back. J. P. not stopping, ‘Ben; Kennedy
threw the rock and hit JiP. and J.P. jumped back on the plat-
form and drew a pistol and levelled it at Thomas Waller 'and
snapped the pistol and was ‘in the act of shooting agarﬁ when
Waller knocked him down-with a rock and the difficulty“céased.
McDowell was ‘carried inthHe house. George Kennedy -dnd Ben
Kennedy were not presentr at: ~the last term of courf nor during
the present court. Notices were issued to them in Dav1dson
County where they reside. By the Kennedys they expect ‘to.
prove they, were at Brentwood on the day of the difficulty
about a hog and they saw all the difficulty. Nov. 5, 1878

Dep051t10n of Matthew . Bond- I went to Brentwood’ about -8 or"

9 o'clock in the mornlng,_«I gaw Ji -P. McDowell walk upon

the platform :in front of . J.K. Simpson's grocery. He was ;..
standlng with William McDowell and William Carter. Will, -
Carter asked George Kennedy somethlng about a hog and then he
asked Bill McDowell: if he didn't hear him say so and Bill
said he did. Arguement- Bill Mc¢Dowell struck George Kennedy
in the face. Till? MtDowell attempted to strike.George
Kennedy over the head. Ben Kennedy told J.P. McDowell:two -

. or three times to stand back and then Ben struck J.P. on

the breast with a rock. J.P. stepped back and drew his
pistol, cocked it and snapped it at Thomas Waller. After

he went in the house, he cocked his ‘'pistol again and said o
some of them struck him with a rock and knocked him so 'that
he could not cock it again. Thomas Waller said,'"boys, '
let us go and not have any fuss. Thomas Waller was standing
out in the pike in front of the grocery, he had just ¢ome

up. Ben and George Kennedy were standing on the left of

the grocery near the porch. Green and Marshall Sawyers were
standlng where I was on the right hand side of the porch
rather in front of the grocery talklng to me. William
Carter and W. K. McDowell were standlng on the porch near
where Ben and George Kennedy were. J.P. walked off the porch
over toward new lands and went straight back. When Carter
went in the house he didn't come back out. - John K. Simpson.
was a Justlce of the Peace at the time and had his office

in the store. George Kennedy was the first to use rough
language. and 'Bill. McDowell hit him with his hand. George
struck Bill afterwards.. Till McDowell was knocked down

but I don't know who did it. McDowell had a large plstol
that looked like a "Navy". January 1880 .
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